HISTORY 12
UNIT 01:
The World of 1914 - 1919

• Introduction
Without a doubt, the First World War, was the most
impactful event on the 20th Century. Many of the things
that brought WW1 about, continued to drive the world in
the following decades, after the war.
While we want to look at
how the war ended, and
its long-term effects, we
really need to understand
those motivations first.
Without that, we will
never truly understand
the 20th Century.

• Introduction
The discussion in this section is
meant only an a brief overview of
many of the elements involved.
There is simply too much here to
do in a short span of time.
However, a key element of that
discussion must be the issue of
POWER. How power is defined,
and how it is used, becomes the
engine that pushes much of the
20th Century forward. How do
you define Power?

What is Power?

• HARNESSING THE POWER OF A PEOPLE
NATIONALISM

It is difficult to define Nationalism,
and any dictionary version is
bound to fall short.
That is because nationalism is not
a logical thing. It grows out of the
feelings and desires of the heart,
instead of the head.
It is, at times, completely
irrational… just like love can be.
It can be self-damaging… again,
like love.

• NATIONALISM: A DEFINITION
So... Define “Nationalism”
A political ideology that
Formally:______________________
involves
a strong identification of
_____________________________
a_____________________________
group of individuals with a
political
entity defined in national
_____________________________
terms,
i.e. a nation
_____________________
Informally: _____________________
A passionate love for
_____________________________
your country or people, at times
_____________________________
to the detriment of everyone who
_____________________________
isn’t you. Too bad for them.

• NATIONALISM: A DEFINITION
Weblink:
www.TinyURL.com/jointhem
First Reactions?

Full Link:
http://www.unitednorthamerica.org/index.htm

• NATIONALISM: A DEFINITION
In terms of the 20th Century,
Nationalism is often not
connected to an existing and
formulated state. It is expressed
by a desire of people to form a
state of their own.
You can also define Nationalism
as a love or appreciation for the
things a group has in common:
language, culture, dress, foods,
traditions, and the like.

• NATIONALISM AND WORLD WAR ONE
Nationalism was evident in
two different ways, and
both played into the start
of WW1:
1. NATIONALISM IN THE
DRIVING MOTIVATIONS
OF THE MAJOR POWERS
The levels of nationalistic pride that was displayed by the
general population, in their own countries, caused them to
almost-blindly support any actions taken… leading to war.

• NATIONALISM AND WORLD WAR ONE
The same nationalism that fuelled pride in Britain, and her
growing empire, drove an obsessive desire among the
German people to possess the same thing – no matter the
cost. That cost included a willingness to use violence.
This stance on the part of the German people, threatened
the stability and holdings of the other nations (Britain,
France, etc).
It made them nervous,
and It made them
“jumpy.” Both lead
to a willingness
to use violence also.

• NATIONALISM AND WORLD WAR ONE
In France, the other motivating
desire was one for revenge. The
recent outcome of the FrancoPrussian War was a big one.
Use of violence would be one
way to re-establish themselves
as a dominant nation.
Who Fought?
_____________________________
Germany and Prussia VS France
Who Lost?
__________________
France (badly)
What got taken? Alsace
_______________________
and part of Lorraine
What was unified? Germany
_______________________
(more powerful now)

• NATIONALISM AND WORLD WAR ONE
Great Britain, came to support the idea of a war, not
primarily because of alliances, but because she wanted to
keep the world at pre-1914 levels of power. She was the
main imperial power, and had the largest navy. All could
stay as it was.
Nationalism was a cause
Of WW1… but it was not
Caused by one nation (ie:
Germany). War was equally
Caused by all nations
Involved in the conflict.

• NATIONALISM AND WORLD WAR ONE
World War 1 was the culmination of conflicting imperial
desires and the struggle to become (or stay) the dominant
military and political power. That self-serving desire brought
the various nations into war in early 1914.
The Balkans lay
surrounded by
the great empires
of Russia, AustriaHungary, and the
Ottoman Empire.

• NATIONALISM AND WORLD WAR ONE
2. NATIONALISM FOR THE “HAVE-NOTs”
AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN EMPIRE
A glance at a pre-WW1 map of
Europe will reveal a very large
Nation known as Austria
-Hungary.
After WW1, that great nation is
Now two, tiny, individual countries
known as Austria and Hungary.
Everything changed due to the nationalistic desires of
people who did not yet have their own state, and were
willing to do anything to get it.

• NATIONALISM AND WORLD WAR ONE
This form of freedom-seeking nationalism is very positive for
those looking for their own nation-state.
It is seen as harmful and rebellious by those who are
currently in control of those peoples.
This inherent conflict will be seen over and over, as great
powers lost their empires.
Serbians, hungry for change,
riot in the streets...
Protesting the harsh control
forced by Austria-Hungary.

• NATIONALISM AND WORLD WAR ONE
In the late 1800’s, Serbian nationalists began to lead other
Slavic peoples in a demand for freedom.
Before those sentiments, the multi-ethnic makeup of the
Austria-Hungarian empire presented few problems for its
ruling elite.
As long as minorities are content to be ruled, there is no
conflict. They no longer were, however.

The Arch-Duke
of AustriaHungary
and his Wife

• NATIONALISM AND WORLD WAR ONE
Losing a portion of the population is bad enough, but the
issue was more complex than that.
The Slav groups wanted to take both themselves, and huge
tracts of territory, out of the Austria-Hungarian empire.
Essentially, they would entirely redraw the map of Europe
and create new nations.
The empire was not
about to let that
happen, and decided
that a brutal
repression of these
ideas was the best
way to stop it.

• NATIONALISM AND WORLD WAR ONE
The Austria-Hungarian empire, and their conflict with the
Slav groups, was further complicated by the interests of a
third party: The Russians.
Russia wanted to expand its empire as well, and saw the
Balkan region (area occupied by the Austria-Hungarian
empire) as a good place to take.
When Gavrilo Princep assassinated the Archduke of Austria,
the powder keg
was primed to blow.
Many competing
interests clashed.

• NATIONALISM AND WORLD WAR ONE
Nationalistic and selfish desires in the great powers, the
Slavs, the Austria-Hungarians, and other competing powers,
created the perfect setup for a World War in 1914.
The Players:
Austria-Hungary, Italy
and Germany

VS
(Serbia), Russia, France
and Britain

• IMPERIALISM: A DEFINITION
IMPERIALISM:
“A policy of extending a country's power and influence
through diplomacy or military force.”
“The creation and/or maintenance of an unequal
economic, cultural, and territorial relationship, usually
between states and often in the form of an empire, based
on domination and subordination.”
“The policy of extending the rule or authority of an empire
or nation over foreign countries, or of acquiring and
holding colonies and dependencies.”

• IMPERIALISM: A DEFINITION
In the late 19th and into the 20th Centuries, Imperialism
has become a nice way of saying, “more developed
nations exploit lesser nations for their own prestige and
profit.”
In the Industrial Age, the drive has first been for the everneeded raw materials. Then, as those materials turned
into products, the need for new
markets became
paramount. All of
this with little regard
for the needs of the
“host” or “partner”
country.

• IMPERIALISM: A DEFINITION
The methods of Imperialism underwent a shift after World
War 2, though often the end results were similar.
Prior to 1945, European, Japanese, and American
Imperialism was essentially synonymous with conquest.
Once an area is subjugated, then it can be “harvested” for
materials, people, and markets.

• IMPERIALISM: AS A FURTHER CAUSE FOR WWI
1. There have always been countries (and people) who are
the “have” and others who are the “have-not.” In terms
of WW1, Britain and France were the primary “haves,”
and Germany the odd one out of the Imperial Empire
game.
Again, this is not a
problem… until
Germany decides
that it wants an
empire as well –
and wants one now.

• IMPERIALISM: AS A FURTHER CAUSE FOR WWI
2. The big issue here was their late arrival into the game. All
the good spots had already been taken by Britain, France,
Spain, the Netherlands, Belgium etc.
Imperial
possessions
of England

(Now add all
the others,
and there’s
little left)

• IMPERIALISM: AS A FURTHER CAUSE FOR WWI
3. Germany was a real threat, based on their status as an
industrial and military power, and their aggressive stance.
Thus, when the Austrian Archduke was assassinated the war
that ensued had little to do with him. It was all about which
empires were now up for grabs, and who would hold them
when the dust had settled.
Some would try to get new positions of power. Others would
try to hold on to what they had.
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NEXT:
KEY ELEMENTS OF MODERN WAR

• KEY ELEMENTS OF MODERN WAR
New technology was supposed to bring about a faster and
more-winnable war. Instead, it brought about just the
opposite – making the war far costlier and drawn out than
ever before.
New weapons, such as the machine gun and artillery, greatly
gave the advantage to the defender. It made “digging in”
more logical, and advancing near-suicide.
Age-old tactics of the
cavalry charge or
Napoleonic-era battle
formations brought
about little more
than fields of corpses.

• KEY ELEMENTS OF MODERN WAR
•

In the first three months of the war, nearly the entire
original British Army was killed.

The new German machine gun (mocked by the British as an
“overrated weapon of little purpose”) killed millions.
New technology was all geared towards ending the terrible
“stalemate”
of the trenches.

• KEY ELEMENTS OF MODERN WAR
If a tank were built well, and the ground was right, it could
cross no-man’s-land and attack enemy positions – safe
from rifle fire.
You could kill the enemy in his trench, with the properlyangled artillery shot. Grenades would work, when close
enough.

Poison Gas could
drift over an
enemy position
and kill everyone…
if the wind was
just right.

• KEY ELEMENTS OF MODERN WAR
You could counter a tank with a good flamethrower though,
cooking the men inside and setting off the ammunition.
Infantry and artillery could be spotted from the air, and
bombed, with new airplanes.
Ships full of fresh
troops and
supplies could
be sunk with
submarines
(U-Boats).

• KEY ELEMENTS OF MODERN WAR
Huge naval destroyers could sink submarines and protect the
cargoes and men heading to the front.
But, at the end of the day, you still need men to occupy an
area…and hold it. Going “over the top” was still a dreaded
phrase for every infantryman.

• KEY ELEMENTS OF MODERN WAR
So.... How many were killed / wounded?
ww1owies
Complete the Table: www.TinyUrl.com/__________

Full link:
http://europeanhistory.about.com/cs/
worldwar1/a/blww1casualties.htm

• KEY ELEMENTS OF MODERN WAR

• KEY ELEMENTS OF MODERN WAR
Short research assignment on war weaponry of WW1
There are 5 topics. Break into five groups. Research one
topic, then share your content with the other groups, and
get theirs in return.

NEXT:
THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES

• THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
Important points about the War:
No enemy power had entered German soil. Unlike France,
Germany was not invaded.
The Germans had conquered, and held, great territory
(especially in the East). Those lands had not been
surrendered, and
the Germans had
not been driven out.
Many of their war
aims had been met.

• THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
The fighting ended with a cease fire.... and not a surrender.

- The German troops returned home, and not into POW camps.
- They kept their weapons and ammunition, & went home armed.
- They withdrew on their own accord, and were not pursued.

• THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
THE TREATY
The Treaty of Versailles, which came out of
the ceasefire conferences is one of the
most influential documents in history.
Representatives from the Allied powers
came to decide on the terms to be
imposed on Germany and the central
powers… not on terms to be proposed
and discussed.

Germany
Allied Powers

• THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
The leading men from all Allied countries
involved in the war, attended the
conference, including US President
Wilson. (First American President to leave
American soil while in office.)
The problems confronting the delegates
were massive. The whole political
structure of pre-1914 Europe was in
ruins.

• THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
The peoples of the nations involved had
been forced to suffer greatly, from "a war
to end all wars".
The key goal of the conference would be to
ensure that such a war would, and could,
never happen again.
The way to do that, however, was the issue.
Opinions varied greatly on which terms
and concessions would be needed.

NEXT:
REALISM VS IDEALISM

• REALISM VS IDEALISM

DEFINE REALIST .....

DEFINE IDEALIST .....

• REALISM VS IDEALISM
A realist, such as Georges Clemenceau, would use tough
measures. There had been a clear “good guy” and “bad
guy” here. The “bad guy” (Germany) needed a lesson, and
needed to be prevented from ever starting a war again.

In the visual demonstration,
the deer represents Germany,
and the man represents the
French intent.
Please note that the deer
is fully pwned.

• REALISM VS IDEALISM
The idealists, by contrast, argued that severe, imposed,
peace terms would only lead to bitterness and a desire
for revenge. Moderation was better.
These two camps at Versailles were led by Clemenceau of
France and Wilson of the U.S.A. Britain fell somewhere in
between.
In this visual demonstration,
the deer again represents
Germany, and the bar
represents Europe.
Please note that the deer is
trashing the place. (ie: WW2)

• REALISM VS IDEALISM
Clemenceau, wanted to dismember Germany, returning her
to her historical status as a loose collection of states
without a strong central government.
• The issue of reparations (compensation for war losses)
was to be decided later, and not initially a main issue.
Britain, wanted both some
revenge and some money
for losses, but she also
wanted a strong trading
partner (new markets,
remember?)

• REALISM VS IDEALISM
Wilson wanted to see the triumph of Democracy, and
freedom of choice for the Slav states.
At the end of it all, the treaty signed was somewhere between
the two camps, but had none of the best features of either.
It was a terrible document.
Germany remained able to rebuild
her military...
And she became angry enough
to do so.

NEXT:
SUMMARY OF THE
TREATY OF VERSAILLES

• SUMMARY OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
The Treaty contained hundreds of articles, but the ones
caused the Germans such shock and rage were the ones
related to ARTICLE 231 OR THE WAR GUILT CLAUSE
This clause forced Germany to
accept full responsibility for
the start of the war, and its
cause.

German response to the clause

• SUMMARY OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
The German Chancellor resigned in an act of protest when he
saw this clause. German sailors scuttled the German fleet
being held at Scapa Flow, Scotland, and let it sink to the
bottom of the ocean. All had no effect.
The Allied Powers stated that they would resume the war,
occupy Germany itself,
and not stop until
Germany was utterly
defeated.
Germany signed.

• SUMMARY OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
B. Alsace-Lorraine was returned to France
(Franco-Prussian War )
C. Poland was given a corridor of land (taken from Germany)
to provide access to the sea.
D. Germany and the Central Powers were required to hand
over all of their colonies
(remember what this was
really about?). Those would
be controlled as
“Mandates.” and
presumably given their
freedom.

• SUMMARY OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
E. The German army was limited to 100,000 men; its navy
and air force were also severely restricted in size to prevent
it from being able to fight an offensive war again
F. Germany was forced to
hand over its entire
merchant fleet (Non-military)
as compensation to the
Allies for shipping losses
during the war.

• SUMMARY OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
G. The west bank of the Rhine River Valley was to be
de-militarized. Allied armies were to occupy the west
bank of the Rhine for 15 years to keep Germany from
putting troops anywhere
near France or Belgium.
H. Unification between
Austria and Germany
was forbidden… forever.

Enlarged map on next slide

• SUMMARY OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
I. The Constitution of the League of Nations was to be
included as a part of the Treaty.
Clearly, there’s a disconnect between Wilson’s ideals of
peace and democracy for all. What went wrong?

• SUMMARY OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
To understand that, you need to remember the motivations
behind going to war in the first place… the real ones.
Wilson’s points
were almost
foolishly-idealistic,
especially points

1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
9, and 14.

• SUMMARY OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
Point 14 is perhaps the greatest possible example here. It is
both revolutionary in its concept, and completely impossible
to bring about. Countries would set aside their natural
tendencies towards “Nationalism” and instead put their
efforts towards true love-for-all “Internationalism.”

• SUMMARY OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
Prior to WW1, all alliances and agreements between nations
were entirely self-seeking:

1. France signed a military alliance with Russia in 1894, not
because she cared about Russia, but to protect herself from
a potentially-hostile Germany.
2. Britain entered the various
diplomatic links prior to WW1,
because she wanted to ensure
that her navy remained better
than Germany’s.

• SUMMARY OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
3. Britain entered the war, not to protect Belgium, but to keep
the status quo, and to prevent Germany from using France
as an attack point against them.
4. Russia backed Serbia in
the crisis because a Serbian
revolt would unbalance the
power in the Balkans, and
allow Russia to come in and
take control. Too bad for
the Serbs of course.

• SUMMARY OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES

ASSIGNMENT:
Perspectives on Versailles

NEXT:
EFFECTS OF THE WAR ON THE
POST-WAR WORLD

• SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR
ON THE POST-WAR WORLD
The term “Social” simply means,
“Relating to society or its organization. How people live.”
THE ROLE OF WOMEN AFTER THE WAR
Because women had taken
the place of the men in
the factories and
businesses, it seemed
odd to continue to deny
them the right to vote
(franchise) in Western
countries.

• SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR
ON THE POST-WAR WORLD
In most democracies, women received the right to vote
sometime during the war, or shortly afterwards. It was not
always an easy transition though.
In the United States the social and political power
of women was flexed
beyond simple voting,
through the establishment
of the Women’s Christian
Temperance Union
(WCTU)

• SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR
ON THE POST-WAR WORLD
Women used their political voting power to convince
legislators in Washington to ban all production, sale and
consumption of alcohol (Prohibition).
While this may have started with great intentions and virtue,
all it did was create a whole new organized crime ring for
the production and
sale of alcohol.
Famous gangsters
like Al Capone
made their millions
during this time.

• SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR
ON THE POST-WAR WORLD
No longer confined to the home,
women played more of a role in
the culture of the day.
Ladies' fashion became more daring
and revealing, and their dances
more suggestive.
And in general, women had a
larger role in the everyday life of
the nation (in the public arena)

• SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR
ON THE POST-WAR WORLD
MASS PRODUCTION AND URBANIZATION
While these two twentieth century phenomena had begun
before the war, the industrial intensity of the war experience
had greatly accelerated them.
Cities such as Paris, London,
and New York had
increased their reliance on
these trends already.

• SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR
ON THE POST-WAR WORLD
With urbanization came the automobile. With the automobile
came the birth of suburbia. People no longer needed to live
close enough to work to be able to walk there.
The car changed everything about the modern family. Touring
vacations became possible. Young people were now able to
leave the family home for courting, dating, and driving the
strip.

• SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR
ON THE POST-WAR WORLD
The car also spawned one of the largest industries in the
world: the oil and gas industry. It continues to have huge
financial and social effects (and environmental).

• SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR
ON THE POST-WAR WORLD
DISILLUSIONMENT AND CYNICISM
Before the war optimism about humanity’s future was the
norm. The thinking of that innocent pre-war era was that if
technology had not solved all of mankind's problems yet, it
was poised to do so.
Somewhere in there,
society did not factor
in the fact that
technology can be
used for terrible and
deadly effect as well.

• SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR
ON THE POST-WAR WORLD
The pre-war mind could scarcely conceive of a humanity that
would kill each other in any way possible, starve civilians,
and commit horrible atrocities. But all that happened.
When Europe came out of this war, negativism and
pessimism were the new
philosophies. Following the
Great Depression and
yet another World War,
the tone was set for
a century of cynicism,
pessimism and even fatalism.

Comic

• SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR
ON THE POST-WAR WORLD
ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR
The First World War was also more financially expensive than
anybody had ever imagined.
Great Britain, the world's
major creditor nation,
suddenly became a
debtor nation.

• SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR
ON THE POST-WAR WORLD
Most of the Allied powers owed
massive sums of money to the USA,
as they entered the war late, and
sold arms and supplies to the others
in the early years of the war (War
debts). New York became the world
financial capital… not London.
The German economy was
devastated, even before reparations.
Russia was in a very poor financial
position as well.

• SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE WAR
ON THE POST-WAR WORLD
POLITICAL EFFECTS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR
The political system lay in ruins. The entire International
situation was now up in the air. New borders and countries
would be created.
The old system of alliances,
promises, balances of
power, and even collective
security had done more
to cause war than prevent
it.

You can never have too much security, right?

NEXT:
THE SEARCH FOR SECURITY:
The League of Nations

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
SUCCESS:
As part of their reparation payment from Germany, France
was allowed to extract minerals from the Saar Valley – a
part of the Rhineland, for a period of 15 years.
The League acted in a supervisory capacity.

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
SUCCESS:
In 1921, an argument between Finland and Sweden over
control of the Aland Islands was solved by the League
without the need for Sanctions.

The new Polish Corridor’s free
port of Danzig was a former
part of Eastern Germany. The
League acted as the
controlling authority, making
sure it remained available
for Polish use.

Danzig Port

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
In 1923, it intervened successfully
when Italy seized the Greek Island
of Corfu.

In 1925, it helped prevent a war
between Greece and Bulgaria.

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
The Japanese Conquest of Manchuria in 1931
Since they owned the South Manchurian railroad, Japan had
special rights within that portion of China.
In 1931, Japan occupied Manchuria,
claimed it was part of her
empire, and renamed it
Manchukuo.

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
As both nations were members of the League of Nations. The
League got involved in the dispute.
In 1932, Lord Lytton investigated.
His Lytton Commission, stated
that Japan’s actions were
entirely wrong, and that they
should leave the area
immediately.
Here was a real test…

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
The League took two years to agree with the report.
Japan defied the League. She withdrew her membership, and
invaded Northern China as well.

Picture link to 2:00 clip on invasion

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
The League decided that things that happened in the far East
were too far away to really worry about. They were more
Euro-centric. The matter was dropped.

Hitler and Mussolini watched all of this with great interest.

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
The Italian Invasion of Ethiopia (aka Abyssinia) in 1935
In 1896, Italy had tried to gain
Abyssinia, but had suffered a
humiliating defeat in the Battle
of Adawa.

Italy wanted the territory because
it lay between the Italian colonies
of Eritrea and Italian Somaliland.
It wanted to link them together.

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
In 1934, Italy provoked an incident
in which several Italians were killed
by people in the area. Italy
demanded an apology and
threatened to invade.
Ethiopia appealed to the League.
They debated the issue for over a
year, and Italy quietly invaded
Ethiopia and started a war.

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
In October, the League finally imposed economic sanctions...
but excluded Steel, Coal, or Copper (all needed for war). By
December, the British were talking of stepping that up, and
it seemed stronger action was coming.
The secret Hoare-Laval Plan
leaked out.
Created by members of Britain
and France. Days before
the oil embargo was to happen….

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
... the secret plan with Italy would allow Italy to have large
portions of the country, if they would agree to stop fighting
and killing Ethiopians.

Italy already had nearly
half of the country
by this point, and there
was no reason to stop.

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
If the two main members of the League didn’t care what
happened to Ethiopia, why should the others care? The
matter was dropped..

Mussolini of Italy conquered the whole country, and
Ethiopia’s emperor had to flee.
Italy later stated that, had the
sanctions been used, she would
have been forced to withdraw in
a week. The war would have
ended.

• SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF THE LEAGUE
The End Result?
For all intents and
purposes,
the League of Nations
was a dead and useless
body of old, pathetic,
politicians.

• THE SECURITY OF EUROPE
When the USA failed to join the League of Nations, France
did not get the security they so desperately sought.
France backed down on some of their strong demands
regarding Germany
because they were
counting on American
involvement (and guns)
to keep Germany in line.

• THE SECURITY OF EUROPE
When America failed to join the league, France got neither a
fully-beaten Germany, or a powerful and reliable ally.
THE GERMAN QUESTION
The pressing question in
Europe was, “What role will
Germany play in the future of
Europe and the world?”

Uncle Sam is Leaving...

• THE SECURITY OF EUROPE
Germany was militarily beaten and stripped of her existing
weapons, but her industrial capacity remained intact,
meaning she could make more. France wanted that too, but
Wilson blocked that.
Britain didn’t share France’s
concern. She felt the terms
were too harsh, and wanted
a strong Germany to trade
with… and that meant
industry.
Germany retained the ability to develop weapons

• THE SECURITY OF EUROPE
France felt she was left to stand alone and looked for other
alliances to build security with.
KEEP GERMANY WEAK THROUGH ALLIANCES
This mostly failed right from the outset.
Without America and Britain, there
were few other places to turn.
Russia was involved in a Communist
Revolution, and not reliable.

• THE SECURITY OF EUROPE
France tried a series of other small alliances, but they
ultimately did almost nothing for her security:
•

A treaty with Belgium in 1920

•

A treaty with Poland in 1921

•

Small treaties with
Czechoslovakia (1924),
Romania (1926) and
Yugoslavia (1927)
... all served as pointless
when WW2 hit.

• THE SECURITY OF EUROPE
MAKE GERMANY PAY
France had pushed for high reparations from Germany in
order to recover her own financial losses… but also to get
financial revenge by keeping Germany hobbled.
The reparations were designed
so that as the German economy
improved, she paid more.

• THE SECURITY OF EUROPE
This made Germany less motivated to deal with her own
financial crisis, simply because any gains were lost to the
hated French.

The financial angle kept the Americans somewhat involved in
European affairs. After all, they wanted their money.
•

Britain and France owed
over $10 Billion to the USA

•

Germany was ordered to
pay $33 Billion, plus interest.

• THE SECURITY OF EUROPE
France would get 52%, Britain 22%, Italy 10%, Belgium 8%,
other European allies 8%.
If Germany failed to pay, the allies would occupy the Ruhr
Valley... the center of
German industry. This would,
so the plan went, force them
to comply, as their own
economic recovery would be
impossible without it.

• THE SECURITY OF EUROPE
THE RUHR CRISIS
In 1922, Germany asked for a break in making payments.
She simply could not pay. When recovery picked up,
payments would resume.
France, Belgium and Italy
voted to occupy the Ruhr.
Britain voted not to, and
urged restraint. The French
were not to be dissuaded.
In early 1923 they invaded.

• THE SECURITY OF EUROPE
The German government ordered passive resistance in
response to the invasion. The workers simply sat there and
refused to do anything. Some sabotaged machinery or their
own railroads.
This led to hyper-inflation. Normally it took $3-$4 to buy one
British Pound. Now it took nearly $50 Billion to buy one.

• THE SECURITY OF EUROPE
The German government collapsed
and resigned. A new government,
led by Gustav Stresemann
promised to resume payments.
It was a necessary step to get the
country back on footing again, but
to the average German it seemed
like “selling out.” to the French.
Stresemann made a new currency,
called the Rentenmark, as the old
was useless now.

